AEL CORPORATE TAX SIG - MINUTES OF MEETING
HELD AT CHARLES RUSSELL LLP, LONDON
16.00 – 17.00, THURSDAY 6TH JUNE 2013

Chair :

Amanda Solomon, Charles Russell LLP 
In attendance :
Frederike Manzoni-van de Kuilen, NautaDutilh N.V.


Lonneke van Moorselaar, NautaDutihl N.V.


Romain Pichot, Courtois Lebel
Apologies :
Jonathan Sheehan, Arthur Cox



Christian Dobner, Noerr LLP

Silvia Sparfeld, Noerr LLP
The Corporate Tax SIG (“Tax SIG”) meeting was held on the afternoon before, and in part preparatory to, the AEL training conference on Friday 7th June 2013.
1 Welcome, Apologies and Agenda
1.1 Amanda welcomed everyone to London and to the offices of Charles Russell LLP in particular.

1.2 The apologies above were noted (see above).

1.3 Amanda tabled an agenda (doc #3580096) for the meeting and matters were then considered in the order set out in that document.

2 Programme for the AEL Training Conference on Friday 7th June 2013
2.1 Amanda checked everyone had a copy of the programme for the AEL training conference and had already located and booked into their hotel.
2.2 With only four Corporate Tax SIG members attending, the meeting then adjourned briefly and reconvened nearby at Côte–St Paul’s, 26 Ludgate Hill, London EC4M 7DR.

********************************************************************************************************************

3 Minutes of the Tax SIG Conference Call on 21st May 2013
Amanda tabled the draft Minutes for the Tax SIG conference call held on 21st May 2013 (doc #3528523), noting that these Minutes had previously been circulated to all SIG members by email on 31st May and that no comments on the draft had been received.  There being no further comments in the meeting, the Minutes were taken as agreed.  In due course, Amanda will arrange for these Minutes to be posted on the private section of the AEL website.
Action: Amanda / Claire

4 Tax Presentation for Friday 7th June 2013

4.1 Lonneke checked that everyone had received the final version of the tax presentation for 7th June 2013 which she and Silvia had produced.

4.2 Although Silvia herself would be unable to be present at the AEL training conference on 7th June, Lonneke noted that Silvia’s colleague Reinhard Ege would be attending the conference.

5 International Case Study for 7th June 2013

5.1 Amanda tabled the final version of the international case study for 7th June 2013 (doc #3576929).
5.2 By way of preparation for the “break out” discussions on Friday 7th June 2013, there followed a detailed discussion concerning the Dutch, German, French and UK tax implications of the various transactions described in the international case study.  
6 VAT Newsletter
6.1 Frederike referred to the first VAT newsletter concerning decisions of the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) which she had drafted and which Amanda had circulated for comments to all members of the Corporate Tax SIG on 7th May 2013.  It was agreed that Amanda would arrange for the first VAT newsletter to be posted on the private section of the AEL website.
Action: Amanda / Claire

6.2 Frederike confirmed that she is currently working on the second VAT newsletter with further decisions of the CJEU and she will send the draft to Amanda in due course.

Action: Frederike

7 VAT Experts Contact List
Amanda referred briefly to the VAT Experts Contact List (doc #2870756).  However, nobody present at the meeting had any further comments on this.  In due course, Amanda will arrange for a copy of the VAT Experts Contact List to be added to the private section of the AEL website.

Action: Amanda / Claire

8 Upcoming VAT Conferences
8.1 Frederike referred to an international VAT conference to be held in Belgium in September 2013.  The details, including exact dates, will become available in due course on the VAT Forum website: http://www.vatforum.com/
8.2 Amanda agreed to draw this conference to the attention of the members of the Corporate Tax SIG to see whether this conference might also provide an opportunity for members of the SIG to meet – see next paragraph.  Persons interested should contact Frederike direct in the first instance.  [Note: this particular conference has now passed, but the VAT Forum website often has details of upcoming conferences].
Action: Amanda

9 Sharing Tax Knowhow

9.1 Amanda circulated an Arthur Cox note on the proposed Financial Transactions Tax, which had been provided by Jonathan Sheehan of Arthur Cox.  Amanda agreed to post this note on the private section of the AEL website in due course, together with the Charles Russell note concerning the Robinson / TOGC case, which was previously circulated to members of the Tax SIG on 8 August 2012 (see doc #3297568).

Acton: Amanda / Claire

10 Referral of Work between AEL Member Firms

Amanda mentioned that some referrals of work had been received by Charles Russell Private Client team from Eduardo Martínez-Matosas of Gomez-Acebo & Pombo Abogados, S.L.P, Spain. Nobody present at the meeting had experience, however, of direct referrals of work between the Tax teams of AEL member firms.  
11 Creating / Updating CVs and Personal Profiles on the AEL Website
Amanda provided the usual reminder to each Tax SIG member to check, and if need be update, his / her CV and personal profile on the AEL website.

Action: All

12 Suggestions for Future Tax SIG Activities

12.1 AEL training conferences are currently held every other year and members of the Tax SIG participated in the Athens conference in 2011 and will participate in the London conference on 7th June 2013.  

12.2 Hopefully, the Tax SIG can continue to be involved in future AEL training conferences, although this will, of course, depend on the particular topic(s) chosen for the particular events.
12.3 Those present felt that members of the Tax SIG should aim to meet together in person once every year.  Accordingly, in years when there is no AEL training conference, it was suggested that there should be a meeting for Tax SIG members only.  The first such Tax SIG meeting would therefore be in 2014.
12.4 It was agreed that this is a matter which the new Chair of the Tax SIG, when appointed (see below), may wish to consider and, if there is sufficient interest amongst Tax SIG members, then pursue further.

Action: new Tax SIG Chair

13 Any Other Business (AOB)

13.1 Amanda reminded those present that she will be stepping down from Chair of the Tax SIG with effect from close of the AEL training conference tomorrow, 7th June 2013.

13.2 There was a short discussion concerning appointment of a new Chair of the Tax SIG:
13.2.1 Amanda confirmed that the Chair of the Tax SIG will be an Agenda item for the AEL Executive Committee strategy meeting on 18th June since the Committee will be reviewing all SIGs as part of that meeting;

13.2.2 Decisions taken by the AEL Executive Committee will be notified in due course after the meeting.

13.3 There being no further business, Amanda thanked everyone for their contributions to the meeting.

Charles Russell LLP

4th December 2013 
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